
BarabooEconom icDevelopm entCom m ission
M eetingM inutes
Decem ber3,2020

I. CallM eetingtoO rderandN oteCom pliancew ithO penM eetingL aw
M s.Caflischcalledthem eetingtoorderat5:30 P M attheBarabooM unicipalBuilding,Council
Cham bers,101 S outhBlvd.,Baraboo,W I. T hem eetingw asnoticedinconform ancew ithW isconsin
S tateS tatuesregardingopenm eetings.

II. R ollCallofM em bership
P resent: Caflisch,Johnson,W astlund,Ayar,Bow ers,P alm ,P ersche,W alczak,W hite
Absent: Kent,M ueller,T aylor
O ther: P atrickCannon

III. A pproveM inutes
M otiontoapprovethem inutesforS eptem ber3,2020 m eeting
P alm (1);Johnson(2)
Aye: Allviavoicevote
N ay: N one

IV. A pproveAgenda
M otiontoapprovetheagendaaspresented
W hite(1);Bow ers(2)
Aye: Allviavoicevote
N ay: N one

V. P resentation
IntroductionofBethP erscheasanew BEDC m em ber

VI. A ctionItem s
N onelisted

VII. Inform ation/DiscussionItem s
A . City updatesanddiscussionregardingeconom icdevelopm ent

 M ayorP alm
o City Council/P lanCom m issionU pdates
o T henew City Adm inistratorw illstartonDecem ber14
o T heM ayorisnotseekinga4th term asM ayor
o T heCity hasapprovedtheir2021 budget
o T heDepotisnow ow nedby theS aukCounty HistoricalS ociety
o T henew apartm entcom plex hasstartedconstruction
o T hehotelprojectisstillindevelopm ent
o T heCity Attorney isleavingem ploym entw iththeCity
o T heGreatS aukT railiscom ingtoBaraboo. Volunteersareneededtoserveon

theO versightCom m ittee
o T heCity created2 new T ID districts
o T heCity hasappliedforagrantw iththeEDA

 BarabooS chools
o N oreport

 BankingInstitutions
o N oreport

 M r.Johnson
o T heAgindustry isshow ingsom ereboundinginprice
o M any farm sreceivedCO VID-19 paym ents



o T heareahadthehighestcornyieldonrecord

 M s.Caflisch
o T heCham berhasreducedstaffduetolossesinrevenues
o Cham berw orkingonbudgetw ithlessroom tax revenuesavailable

 Dr.Ayar
o Cam pusisdoingfine. S tartingtofeelaspartofU W P latteville
o T hey hopeenrollm entw illincreasenextyear.

 M s.P ersche
o S heisw orkingw ithP ow erU pBarabooregardingenergy resources
o T hey w ouldliketohavetheCity as25% renew ableenergy by 2025
o T heP S C hasanEnergy Innovationgrantprogram
o S aukCounty islookingatasolargrouppurchasein2021
o R e-N ew W Iisholdingasum m itinJanuary 2021

 M r.Bow ers
o DiscussedtheVillage’srelationshipw iththeCham berregardingR oom T ax

 M s.W alczak
o T hepandem ichashadatrem endouseffectonthehospital
o Inlieu ofastaffparty,they havedonatedthefundingtothefoodpantry
o A new program hasbeensetuptoassistinobtainingaGED forincarcerated

individuals
o T hey aregettingready forthevaccinedistributionprocess
o S S M hasinvestedm orem oney intothefacility

 S aukCounty
o N oreport

 M r.W hite
o S CDC’sHousingCom m itteew illm eetagainsoon
o BusinessR etentionvisitshaveallbecom evirtual
o FallForum w asheldvirtually
o T heannualaw ardsw illbeheldinthespring.

 M anufacturing
o N oR eport

 M s.W astlund
o CDA haspassedits2021 budget
o T hey haveextendednopaym entsforloansduetothepandem ic

B. Continueddiscussiononhousingoptionsforpossiblefuturerecom m endationtoCity
Council

T hey arew aitingtohearonthegrantapplication

C. R eview anddiscuss2020/2021 goalsforBEDC
T hey w illneedtobediscussedatafuturem eeting

D. R eview anddiscussBEDC tourscheduleoflocalbusinesses
T hisw illneedtobescheduled

E. A djournm ent
M otiontoadjournthem eetingw asm adeat7:07pm .
P ersche(1);Johnson(2)
Aye: Allviavoicevote
N ay: N one

N anciCaflisch P atrickCannon
Chair R ecorder


